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SUBJECT: SITHOLE HEARING SCHEDULED FOR MARCH 24 

REF: CAPE TOWN 264 

1. PRESS REPORTS THAT DETAINED ZANU PRESIDENT, REV. NDABANINGI 
SITHOLE, HAS SECURED SOUTH AFRICAN LEGAL COUNSEL AND WILL 
APPEAR BEFORE SPECIAL COURT IN CAMERA HEARING SCHEDULED TO 
BEGIN MARCH 24. ACCORDING TO RHODESIAN GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN, 
POWERS, FUNCTIONS, AND PROCEDURES OF SPECIAL COURT, TO BE 
HEADED BY ACTING CHIEF JUSTICE MACDONALD, WILL BE PUBLISHED 
MARCH 14. OTHER MEMBERS WILL BE APPOINTED ONCE REGULATIONS 
PUBLISHED. DESPITE IN CAMERA NATURE OF HEARING, SPOKESMAN 
SAID JUSTICE MACDONALD HAS INDICATED THAT HE INTENDS TO 
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2. COMMENT: ACCORDING TO OUR UNDERSTANDING, SPECIAL 
COURT PROCEEDING TO BEGIN MARCH 24 IS NOT RPT NOT A TRIAL. 
RATHER, IT IS A HEARING TO DETERMINE WHETHER THERE IS 
SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE TO WARRANT SITHOLE'S CONTINUED DETENTION 
AND, IF SO, TO DETERMINE WHETHER FORMAL CRIMINAL CHARGES 
LEADING TO A TRIAL SHOULD BE LAID AGAINST HIM. TO OUR 
KNOWLEDGE, RHODESIAN GOVERNMENT HAS MADE NO OFFICIAL STATE- 
MENT CONCERNING WHETHER TRIAL, IF ONE IS DICTATED BY 
SPECIAL COURT, WILL BE OPEN TO PUBLIC OR HELD IN CAMERA. 
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